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When the Law loses its terror, the Go- 
rnment loses its power ; and that becomes 
source of weakness, which becomes a 
urce of strength.” 


Paine: Common Sense. 





A LETTER 


To 


Me. PE EL. 


Peri, Kensington, 24th March, 1828. 

T was my intention this week to give 
the third Lecture; or, a Cemmen- 
on the new Laws that you are 
tto propose in the way of remedy 
this surprising increase of crime. 

» lam disposed to wait, until [ can 
, what your remedies precisely are 
!, perhaps, it will be difficult to 
rtain, even to the last ; but it is easy 
ce, that we are to have some new 
cive measures, to be put into execu- 
inthe metropolis and its vicinity ; 
that these are intended to serve as a 
nning of measures for the whole of 
part of the kingdom, which English 
ple inhabit. "Paid peace - officers 

likely, some on foot and. some on 
back: more summary proceedin 
wrengherc: to the law of the land: 
ater latitude in discretionary pow- 
and finally, more or less dis tate 
trial by jury, together with some- 

5 Approaching the “‘ gend’armerie” 
ance, 
would, however, be waste of time 

anticipating, in the way of sur- 
and conjecture, that which: we 
soon have before us in express 
; but, in the meanwhile, J cannot 
Patel out to notice, the 
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public execution of three men, for having 
resisted, defended themselves against 
and wounded, if not in the end kill- 
ed, some game-keepers or a game- 
keeper in the service of one Crurcu- 
LEY, at Sunning-hill, in the county of 
Berks. 

] will first take the account as given 
in the base newspapers ; those country 
newspapers, which are, if possible, infi- 
nitely more enslaved, than the news- 
ee of London, These are the vilest 
publications that the world ever heard 
of. The proprietors are the mere agents 
of the petty fellows in power, in the 
country ; and they do not dare utter one 
word that those fellows do not approve 
of. With this preface I take the account 
as I find it in these papers. I beg you 
to read it with attention; arid you will 
find that it is possible to carry things to 
such an extent, as to deprive even hang- 
ing of its terrors. The Magistrates of 

arwickshire have told us, in so many 
words, that a great part of the people 
prefer a jail to their own homés ; Rice, 
the late Under-Secretary of State, has 
told us in his place in Parliament, that 
great numbers prefer being transported 
to remaining in England; and the fol- 
lowing account will show you, that there 
are men who prefer swinging upon the 
gallows to living in England (being 
vented from exercising what is called 
poaching. Now, take the account, as I 
find it inserted in the Morninc Curo- 
niciE of the 24th March, in the year of 
Wisdom and Prosperity 1828. 


READING. 


Friday Evening.—The unfortunate men, 
who are to suffer the extreme penalty of the 
law on the new drop to-morrow, still observe 
aspacies of hardibood il) suited to their dread - 
fu . The Rev. Dr. Williams, the 
n of the jail, has been unremitting in 
his to reflection and repentance 
in them, but there is, er i little chance 
of his hopes being realised.’ He bed the 
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ntother saw him, for the last time, on Wed- 
nesday, but the mecting and parting were not 
marked by that anguish which, in similar 
circumstances, is generally witnessed and felt. 
His father told him to ** die with a good heart, 
like aman.’ ‘The friends of the others have 
also taken their leave of them. 
THE EXECUTION. 
Saturday, one o’clock.—Field, Burnett, and 
VW hite, the three men who formed part of the 
Sunning-hill gang of poachers, and who were 
convicted and condemned to death at the last 
Berkshire Assizes, under Lord Ellenborough’s 
Act, for wilfully shooting and otherwise ill- 
treating aud robbing Mr. Crutchley’s keepers, 
were this day executed, at twelve o’clock, on 
the new drop, erected at the south-west cor- 
ner of our county jail. ‘The hardihood evinced 
by all three continued unabated to their last 
moments. Atthe above hour, accompanied 
by Mr. Ormond, the Under-Sheriff, the Rev. 
Dr. Williams, the Rev. W. Bushnell, of Been- 
bam, Mr. Eaststaff, and some of the under- 
keepers, they ascended the drop. Field was 
the first who was brought up, and he ran fear- 
lessly up the steps leading to the platform, 
while the preprrations were making by the 
executioner. When on the platform, he gazed 
unconcernedly about him, and nodded to 
many in the crowd. Burnett next ascended, 
also with a firm step, and when half way up 
the gang-way, stopped and likewise nodded to 
some acquaintance. White was the last. 
They appeared engaged im coaversation among 
themselves, during which time Field was ob- 
served to kick with his feet backwards, in a 
sort of bravado, and te look rownd with the 
greatest indiflerence. The ropes were now 
adjusted, and the caps pulled over their eyes; 
the executioner, who bad already gone down, 
returned however, but whether at the sugges- 
tion of Field or not we cannot say, but he 
altered the halter with which Field was tied 
to the fatal beam. They were shortly after- 
wards turned off. Burnet appeared to die 
immediately, but Field and White struggled 
very hard for some time, especially the latter, 
who seewerl violently convulsed for at least 
ten minutes after the drop fell. The crowd 


was dense iu the extreme, and might be com- | 


puted at 4,000 persons, 


In the first place, I wonder who this 
Crvrearey is; and I should be glad 
if some one would give me particular 


information respecling him; tor I have | 


great curiosity upon the subject. In the 
next place, these base country news- 
papers accuse the poachers of wi/fully 

ng, otherwise ijl-ireatipg and rob- 
bing this Cxurcuey’s 
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murder and robbery ; it was a shooting 
at and an ill-treating: that is to sy. 
there was a battle, which had hea 
begun by the keepers. They made the 
attack upon the poachers : the poacher 





But, | the 


—! 


resisted, beat them, by shooting or other. 
| wise, and the taking away of the arms 
the keepers constituted, 1 suppose, wha 
is called the robbery. Under the anciew 
law of England, these men committed 
capital offence: they were the partia 
attacked ; and in fact, take away Eller. 
borough’s Act, and the new Game Law, 
and these men committed no legal of 
fence at all. This seems too, to be th 
opinion of the father and mother of om 
of the men, who in taking his last lear 
of his son, told him, ‘* take a good hear 
and die like a man.” 

It seems that infinite pains were tale 
to subdue the souls of these men. | 
condemned sermon in the usual way, ¢ 
course ; but the * condemned pew” bury 
with bigek cloth, and their cuffins plac 
by the side of them in the pew ! Thee 
were efforts of which we have nevé 
heard betore. Murderers, house-burnes, 
burglars, are always very contrite ; 
it seems that all these dreadful prepa 
tions and signs were not sufficient 
draw from these men any marks oi ® 

pentance, for having been in pursuil# 
wild animals, and having commitis 
violence on those who endeavoured § 
take them and to place them in & 
reach of the law of transportation 
such pursuit. Even the father and 
ther gave to one of them words of & 
aim, Lota rather than words of “i 
approbation and dejection. Even’ 
moment of quitting the world, these 
so far from discovering that they *” 
sensible of having done wrong, 0 
cheerfully io their friends and their ® 
quaintances ; and one of them, while 
deadly rope was tying round his n° 
unable to give signs of defiance with 
hands, gave such signs with his ™ 
These newspaper fellows lament " 
deeply the insengibility of these 

ey Fepresent them, as discoveri"s' 
dihood, and total insensibility 10 
limited efforts of even a couple of cle 
very. minute!) 
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eaths of the men, and they say that the 
nectators amounted to four thousand in 
umber. They had their reasons doubt- 
oss, for not saying, that the spectators 
mounted to nearer twenty thousand of 
ersons ; and they had stronger reasons 
dare say, for omitting to mention that | 
e crowd demonstrated the deepest 
ympathy for the sufferers ; and that, at 
e moment of turning off, the exclama- | 
ons of * Brave free !’ * God bless | 
ou!” and the like, escaped from thou- 
ands of pairs of lips. They omitted to | 
nention, that many of the people who | 
ent away in groups, by no means dis- | 
ised their sentiments with regard to this 
flair; and, the whole scene was such 
s ought to be deeply impressed upon 
e mind of every man that has the mak- 
bg of the laws. 

At the very moment when this is pass- 
g, there is actually a law in progress 
) legalize the sale of game ; to legalize 
he traffick in those wild animals, of some 
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rae 99 which, these men were in pursuit, and 
a hich BuacksToNnE has declared to be, 
sabe cording to the law of nature, the pro- 
e; bit erty of all mankind indiscriminately. 
epatt The town of Reading too, has, it 
ont f ems, its new DROP. Manchester, 
of 1 imingham, and other places, have 
uit ng had this convenient mode of send- 
wit 8 people out of the world. Formerly, 
red ti en London knew of nosuch thing as put- 
in i ng men to death, except as far as was 
son ft emed necessary for the purposes of 
“ye readful example. It wasalso thought ne- 
of & ssary, tomake thisexampleas notorious 
of dt possible. The persons to be executed 


fre taken to some place out of the 
wn; and at considerable distance from 
® prison, in order that they might be 
ewed in their last moments, by as great 
number of persons as possible ; and, in 
der that the matter might be talked of, 
d discussed in all its parts amongst 
hers, mothers, and children, to a con- 
Herable distance around. Now-a-days, 
thing is totally changed ; the execu- 
nm takes place where comparatively | 
A mee can assemble without ri 

their lives. These new drops are, as 
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Suppose, among the “ improvem ents : 


fearful increase of crime furnishes the 


proof, | 
The main thing, however, is to con- 
sider, where this centempt of the gallows 
is to end? It was easy to see that when 
once men preferred the jail to their own 
homes, they would, by no very slow 
rogress, arrive at a defiance of death. 
f it be said or thought, that this defiance 
has no practical effects, such saying or 
thinking must arise from astonishing 
ignorance. The three men will never 
poach again, to be sure ; but, a thousand 
bold poachers will spring from the 
memory of their end; and, the recollec- 
tion of that end will produce in hundreds 
of thousands of bosoms feelings pre- 
cisely the reverse of those which, in 
order to preserve the peace and harmony 
of society, it is desirable that the com- 
mon people should entertain towards 
their superiors in rank and in wealth. 
The groups of labourers and artizans 
that returned from this scene of death, 
would communicate their thoughts freely 
to each other; in every alehouse, in 
every workshop, in every cottage, in 
every field, for miles and miles around 
the Town of Reape, the fate of Freip, 
Burner, and Wuirs, would be a sub- 
ject of conversation. The CAUSE 
which produced their death would also 
be discussed; and the natural conse- 


quence would be, such as every man in. 


his sober senses, will easily be able to 
estimate. 

As you have been looking, with so 
much diligence, into the Police Laws 
of France, perhaps you will excuse 
me for suggesting to you to look into 
the travels of Arruur Youna in that 
country, and to attend with some care 
to what he says, in the first place, re- 
lative to the character and conduct of 
the game-owners; in the next place, 
relative to the feelings which the se- 
verities of the Game Laws inspired in 
the breasts of the people ; ahd lastly, 
itis, I think, worth your while to attend. 
to what he says relative to the ge- 
neral outery set up agaifist those laws, 
the moment the Nations 















the age,” with which you so often 
rain us, and of whieh, doubtless, es, the 
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391 Test Aer. 999 
the moment that they got the power a ba blood of Christ ;” that is to say. 
do what they pleased, with regard tolin the bread and the wine adminis. 
those who had been most conspicuous in | tered to them being first blessed by the 
the enforcing of those laws. You would | church Parson. ; 
derive much greater benefit from read-| 3. The sectarian host complained of 
ing these passages of this work, than 'this; said, that it was a degradation to 
from studying fifty years of the Annals, ‘them to be compelled to commit this ac 
with all the notes and annotations, and of monstrous hypocrisy, and _ indeed, 
all the deep contrivances of ‘ Monsieur | blasphemy in them, they calling thew 
le Lieutenant de Police.” ‘selves dissenters from, and of course, 
You will tell me, or tell somebody, | disapprovers of, the ceremonies ani 
if so tall a Gentleman can condescend |doctrines of the Church of England, 


to tell his opinions to anybody, that|which they necessarily looked upon a 


oe 


there can be no such thing as the people 
getting the upper hand in this country. 
J don’t say, that there can be any such | 
thing where is so much wisdom pre- | lood of 
vailing ; and where the resources are | Christ,” as before mentioned, they were 
so inexhaustible ; where even the Par- | liable to a penalty, and not only to be 
sons are Magistrates ; and where wehave | turned out of their Office, but see voided 
an army, which, together with an ord-/all their acts which they had done in 


ing contrary to true religion, 
4. If the Dissenters took Offices, 
| without first “ verily and indeed taking 
and receiving the body and bl 





nance, costs from twelve to fifteen mil- 
lions in the year, I do not pretend that | 
there can be any such thing as that 
which happened to France; but, even | 
if we regard that as impossible, still, I 
advise you to read the instructive travels | 
of Arruur Young, and in the meantime | 


I remain Wa. COBBETT. 





TEST ACT. 


My readers will recollect the follow- 
ing matiers:—1I. That, as the law now 
stands, every man who has an office in 
a Corporation, or any power or place 
of trust und@r Government, is obliged to 
take the sacrament in some church of 
England, administered unto him by some 
Reverend Bishop or Priest of the seid 
Church of England. 

2. That the Dissenters, that is to say, 
all the various variegated secis; all the 
sectarian host, consisting of numerous 
ry se bey and battalions, each bearin 
a banner different from all the rest, and 
warring against the principles of all 
the rest; this sectarian host, before the 
could come to any share of the loaves 
and fishes, (of which they are remark- 
ably fond) were compelled, be the colour 
of their creed what it might, to go into 


. 


their Office. 

5. In order to relieve them from thes 
perils and from these consequences, ! 
has been the custom, and indeed in- 
variably so for many years past, to pas 
an Actof Parliament to indemnily, a 
the law calls it, all Dissenters that may 
have thus transgressed the law by 
taking Offices, without having taken the 
body and blood of Christ as abore 
stated. To indemnify is to bear harmless; 
so that, of late years, Dissenters have 
had no scruple to become Mayon, 
Aldermen, Common Councilmen, Bi 
liffs, Justices of the Peace, Officers 1 
the Army and Navy, and, in short, 
get hold of any good thing they could. 

6. That, however, there was still 4 
sort of stigma attached to them ; the la¥ 
held them under subjection to the church 
A good stout minister, and reaily @ 
tached to good old Mother Churc), 
might, perhaps, omit to bring ™ the 
annual Bill of Indemnity, and then tit 


g| sectarian host were ali routed in an hou! 


out of all Offices of trust, power, @ 
emolument. 

7. The host, therefore, wished to s¢ 
rid of the Test Laws altogether; @™ 
ra he came pouring in with their petition 
or this purpose, from every corner 
quarter Pf yo kingdom, their caus? 





u church of England, and there “ verily, 
axd indeed take and receive, the body 


being in the hands of Lord Joun Russ#! 


author of the Tragedy of Dox, Can 
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§. That this their advocate began by | 

motion in the House of Commons, for 
he House to go into a Committee upon 
he subject; and that, an this mo- 
ion was opposed by the Ministers, it 
as, to the utter disappointment of the 
linisters, and to the apparent surprise 


ay, 
HlS- 
the 
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a f not alarm of the advocates of the 
Bes measure, carried by a great majority ! 
we 9. That a long pause now took place, 
ae: ot however, until a second motion had 
vt been carried to bring in a bill; that this 
ae ause gave time for reflection ; and that, 
t the end of about a fortnight the Mi-| 
isters proposed a new test instead of 
kine he old one. This had been suggested 
va before, during the second debate on the | 
se ubject, and had been rejected by the | 
ag lvocates of the Dissenters. Time, 
a however, seems to have enlightened 
1% hem, and particularly as that time had 
| fforded me an opportunity of publishing 
ais y twelve reasons for rejoicing at the 
ms it uccess of the Dissenters; and also, an 
hn pportunity of pointing out, some of the 
sa any consequences to which the aboli- 
ee on of the test would lead. 
aes 10. That the advocates of the Dis- 
bi niers, now began to change their tone 
i tagreat rate, and to be willing, ‘* for 
ose e sake of peace,” to adopt the new test 
‘ite roposed by the Ministers ; and, in short 
nie hey have now agreed to the adoption of 
es at test! 
ors, , 2 
Ba 11. That this TEST is as expressed 
peg " following abstract of the intended 
a ct. 
rt, W 
1d. * Clause A.—And whereas the Protestant 
‘ll a pscopal Church of England and Ireland, 
| i d the doctrine, discipline, and government 
e ' ee and the Protestant Presbyterian 
arch. : wurch of Scotland, and the doctrine, disci- 
y al ‘ue, and government thereof, are by the 
ure, we this realm severally established perma- 
5 the 4 +d and inviolably ; Aud whereas, it is just 
be tug that ou the repeal of the acts which 
op th ay the necessity of taking the sacrament 
1 hour ts *. sae 8 Supper according to the rites or 
~ and nee of the Church of Eagland, as a qualifi- 
, wrod the exercise of any office, franchise, 
4 tes right, a declaration to the following 
log ~ Should be substituted in lieu of the 
a ab — test; Be it therefore enacted, 
tions ted persous who shall hereafter be placed, 
an oont chosen in or to the office of mayor, 
~ i a8, recorder, bailiff, town-clerk;, or 
ca int uneilman, or in or to apy ofiice of } 
6 cine te tor Pisces trust, oF. employment, 
RLOS: sovernment of apy city, cor-' 
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poration, borough, or cinque port within 
England aud Wales, shall immediately pre- 
ceding their admission into any of the afore- 
said offices or trusts make and subscribe the 
declaration following :— 

“ «1, A. B., do solemnly declare that I will 
never exercise any power, authority, or t- 


fluence, which I may possess by virtue of the 


office of , to injure ur weaken the 
Protestant Church as it is by law established 
within this realm, or to disturb it in the posses- 
sion of any rights or privileges to which it is 
by law entitled,’ 

“‘ Clanse B—And be it enacted, that the 
said declaration shall be made and subscribed 
as aforesaid, in the presence of such person 
or persons respectively, who, by the charters 
or usages of the said respective cities, corpo- 
rations, boroughs, and cinque ports, ought to 
administer the oath for due execution of the 
said offices or places respectively ; ‘and in de- 
fault of such, in the presence of two justices 
of the peace of the said cities, corporations, 
boroughs, and cinque ports, if any such there 
be, or otherwise in the presence of two jus- 
tices of the peace of the respective counties 
where the said cities, corporations, boroughs, 
and cinque ports are. 

“¢ Clause C.—And be it enacted, that if any 
person placed, elected, or chosen into any of 
the aforesaid offices or places, shall omit or 
neglect to take the said declaration in manner 
above-mentioned, such placing, election, or 
choice, and all acts done in consequence 
thereof, shall be void. 

* Clause D.—And be it enacted, that it 
shall and may be lawful for His Majesty to 
require any persou who may be appointed to 
any civil office or trust whatever, or Who may 
hold any commission from His Majesty, and 





who would, under the law as it now stands, 
be required to make the sacramental test, to 
make aud subscribe the declaration above- 
mentioned previously to his, adwission into 
such office or trust, or to his acting under 
such commission, under such regulations, 
with respect to the offices, trusts, and com- 
missions, in respect to which such declaration 
shall be required, and with respect tu the time 
and manuer of making and subscribing such 
declaration, as His Majesty shall be pleased 
to appoint.” 

12. That, here is a real test; a test 
which is not to be nullified by Annual 
Bills of Indemnity: a test which is, to 
all intents and purposes, equal to our 
oath; and this oath must be taken by 
every Dissenter, before he can take 
legal possession of any office whatever. 
This Declaration or Oath, amounts to 
this, that the Church Establishment is 
fence and inviolably established 
by law; and that the Dissenter who 

all become a Mayor of a town, for in- 
stance, will never exercise even any in- 
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fluence, that his office may give him, to 
“‘ weaken” the Church of England, or, 
to “‘ disturb it in the possession of any 
of those rights and privileges which the 
law gives "’! 

13. That, therefore, here is a test 


much more complete than the sacra-| 


mental test; here is a solemn declara- 
tion, that the Church of England is in- 


violable; that it would be a crime in| 


any public officer, to do any thing tend- 
ing to weaken the dominant Church, or 


Tess Acr. 
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her, or to disturb her in the enjoyimen 
of any of her possessions ! . 

1 should like to ask one of thew 
scrupulously conscientious creatures, 
why it pleaseth him to be a Dissenter. 

Secrariuan. Why? I think the rea. 
son is very plain, 

Cozperr. Upon my word, [ don! 
‘see what your reason can be. The 
'Church is as near to your house as the 
Gospel-shop is. 

ectartan. But I wish to go wher 





to do any thing, tending to deduct from | I can hear the word of God. 


it any part.of its tithes, marriage fees, | 


baptismal fees, burial fees or Easter 
offerings ; in short, here is a sofemn de- 
claration, that the office-hunting Dis- 


Cosserr. Why you insolent beas, 
do you mean to say that we do not hear 
it atthe Church ? 


Secrarian. I delight in Scriptur 


senter, will do nothing that shall have a/| truth, and I think that 1 cannot hear that 
tendency to call in question, the right of | truth there. 


the Church of England to all its various 
and immense possessions ; and, of course 
a solemn declaration that the whole of 
the Sectarian host ought, in future, to 

ay tithes, Church rates, and even to 
help to pay for the rohes which the 
Church Parsons wear, and even for the 
bread and wine, which our Parsons 
bless, and which we true Church-of- 
England men, “ verily and indeed take 
es receive ” in the churches. 

This, then, is the state of the case, as 
it now stands. Whether the Lorps 
will pass the Bill is another matter. 
They may, perbaps; for, most as- 
suredly, the Church will gain by the 
change ; and this is the way in which 
the noble author of Don Carlos goes to 
work “¢o obtain a relief for the Dis- 
senters”! For that conscientious, that 
scrupulous body, who could not take 
and receive the bread and wine, for fear 
of injury to their precious and immortal 
souls; but who, while they dissent from 
the Church, while they cannot bring 
their consciences to suffer them to go 
nearer; while they, by their very act 
of dissenting declare her doctrines not 
to be good ; while they do in fact pro- 
test against her, her doctrines, her cere- 
monies, her discipline ; while they must 
necessarily believe her existence to be 
an evil, now come, nevertheless, and 
“solemnly declare” her establishment 
to he inviolable, and that it would be a 
crime in them to endeavour to weaken 


‘Consetr. Well, but you do not pre. 
tend to say, that we have not the Bui 
in the Church ? ; 

Secrarian. I. know you have the 
Bible ; but it is the interpretation of the 
Bible, and the doctrines adopted in cov- 
sequence of that interpretation, that) 
the matter of importance. 

Coznzerr. Well, but, what praciica 
evil could there be in your belongug 
to the Church ? | 

Secrarian, A very great practical 
evil; for, if 1 were to quit the preset! 
path, that f am walking in; or if! hat 
not come into that path, I am convince’ 
that the safety of my soul would be & 
dangered. 

Cosnetrr. Come now, let me have! 
plain answer to this question ; Do )% 
believe, that men’s souls are endanger’ 
in consequence of their belonging to \ 
Church ! 

Secrarian. | hope. . 

Cosserr. Come, come, none of yo" 
shuffling, none of your wriggling ®™ 
twisting: tell me nothing about yo" 
HOPES; none of your sare cam, 
but tell me flatly and plainly : Doy” 
believe that our souls are endangered bs 
our continuing to belong to the Chured 

Secranian. Why, God’s mercy is 
finite, and his ways inscrutable; ''" 
not for us frail mortals to say, *™ 


‘means he may use to redeem souls # 


the last mo,..... 
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Pranting vagabond ! ' 
ye infinite, and his ways inscrutable : 

















hese say, whether we Church-people may 
ures, » saved at last as well as yourselves, 
et. on ought to think yourselves mortals 
rede 0 frail, to take upon you by your acts 
) pronounce our Chureh to be insuffi- 
don't ient for salvation. You ought to have 
The 1 much modesty, openly to proclaim 
8 the our dissent from the Church ; or at any 
ate, you ought to sink into the earth for 
‘here hame to dissent from the Church, and 
tthe same time, in order to secure to 
yeast, ourselves a share of the loaves and 
hear shes, to make a “ solemn declaration ” 
hat the Church is inviolable, and that it 
pture Bould be criminal in you to endeavour to 
r that eaken it, or to disturb it in any of its 
powers or possessions ! There, now go 
| pre- four ways; get into office as soon as 
Bibl ou like; gulp the new Test without 
peremony, and be despised by every 
e the onest man on the face of the earth. 
of the - I should not conclude without observ- 
| COn- x, that there are two distinct descrip- 
hat i jons of Dissenters; one consisting of 
eally conscientious and honourable 
clical ven, and the other of the most con- 
NgUNE ummate hypocrites, that ever disgraced 
ekuman shape. The consequence of 
ctical ie new Test will be, that the hypocrites 
resen! ll swallow it without seruple, and that 
1 had e conscientious and honourable men 
rinced ll reject it with disdain. 
e el This new test is a declaration inci- 
entally made in support of that arro- 
ave & ant pretension of the Church, put 
}o you rward by Prunxer, that every part 
eral l its property, as it calls it, is as sacred 
to the S private property; ‘while there isnot 
Churchman in the kingdom, except 
va eshare in that property, who does not 
f you ish to see a great part of that property 
g all ppled to other pablic uses. Let us 
t yout ‘ing the host to the test here. Nobody 
call omplains more bitterly than the host 
Yo yo" | what they call the rapacity of the 
red us hurch Clergy of the City of London, 
rc: 10, in virtue of an Act of Parliament, 
pis i prepared by Saint Tommy Cranmer 
; ne mid the head of the famous house of 
3 < OSseLt, demand to the last> farthing 
a 
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‘von are too frail mortals to undertake | 


in short, every building of every descrip- 
tion. 

Now, observe, there have been dis- 
cussions in the Common Council in the 
city of Lortdon; there have been dis- 
cussions in several of the Ward Mates ; 
the subject matter of these discussions 
was this exorbitant demand of tithe ; 
and these several corporation officers, 
some Dissenters and some Churchmen, 
have been exercising their wits, how 
'they shall go to work to take from the 
Church a part of these tithes, which 
belong to her by law. 

This was all perfectly right; there 
|was no fest to prevent the Common 
Councilmen, Aldermen, Deputies and 
‘others; there was no test to prevent 
them making these efforts against this 
'two-and-nine-pence in the pound, 
'But now (and let the sectarian host 
mark it well), Churchmen and Dis- 
senters too will be compelled to take the 
‘new Test; and by this new Test, these 
wise men of London would solemnly de- 
clare the Church to be inviolable, and 
that it would be a crime in them to exer- 
cise any influence that their office might 
give them, in order to disturb the Church 
in the possession of any part of its pro- 
| perty, part of which property consists of 
Tommy Cranmer’s tax of two and nine- 
| pence in the pound, levied in the City of 
London. Before this dav twelvemonth, 











/every Alderman, every Common Coun- 


cilman, every Deputy, the City Cham- 
berlain, the Lord Mayor, the Recorder, 
the Common Serjeant, the Sheriffs, the 
|Secondary. and perhaps the beadles 
and the jailers, will have all solemnly 
declared, that they will never exercise 
any influence, with the view of disturb- 
ing the Church of the possession ef two- 
and-nine-pence in the pound; so that 
here they are, nailed upas closely as if 
they were in their coffins. And, most 
curious to observe, the founder of the 
Russells, (who had something more than 
a“ presentiment,” taking care to pro- 
vide himself with abbeys and priories in 
abundanee); most curious, that the 
founder of the Russells, whose name was 
John, too, should have assisted Tommy 


| ‘No-and-nine-peniec in the pound on} Cranmer in the im of the two and 
“Tack rents within the city, inelud-|ninepence in the 
's stables, coal-sheds, warehouses, and, 


; and that the 
descendant of the illustrious founder, 
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still bearing the name of Jonn, should 
have had the principal hand in con- 
triving and bringing to perfection a mea- 
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hosts, have done a famous job for the 
whole of us and for themselves in pate 


ticular. Ifthe Ministers had of them. 


sure, which will effectually prevent the | selves proposed a declaration like this, 
Londoners from making any effort to|in order to cause the Church to be sup. 


obtain relief from the load; nay, which 
is to indace them solemnly to declare, 
that the Church Clergy cannot, without 
the commission of a crime, be attempted 
to be distarbed in this part of their in- 


violable possessions ' 


This is the way in which the “ Lorp 
Jouns” go to work to obtain redress for 
the oppressed people. But, there is this 
consolation, that those who apply to them 
for the purpose merit success, such as 
that which has now attended this sectarian 
Mortification here is, for this 
host, without measure. They are now 
placed in the most odious light that a set 


host. 


of men were ever placed in in the world; 


and, the instance which I have men- 
tioned with regard to the city of London, 
merely exhibits a specimen of this test, 
which will have an influence somewhat 
similar in effect, though showing itself 


in different shapes and operating in dit- 
ferent degrees, in every 
kingdom; and the Bill imposing this 
Test will bear the surname of Lord 
Joun Russe.t, as long as the Test shall 


be in existence; so that Lord Joun, if 


he failed as in the case of poor Don 


Cancos, will still have lasting fame of 


some sort. By lasting, | mean three or 
four years perhaps ; for when tithes and 


things of that sort shall cease, the Tesi 


will be forgotten of course. 

Before 1 conclude, let me suggest to 
my readers, what a famous bandage this 
Test will be, to all persons in authority, 
It the people of London, or of any city 
or town , or if the people of any county 
or district wished to meet, for a modifi- 
cation of tithes, no mayor, alderman, 
bailiff, sheriff, chief-constable, or bo- 
roughreeve, could call such meeting ; 
or at least he could not preside at it 
without a violation of his “ solemn de- 
claration,” in which case, there is no 
question, but that the purty might be 
tacdicted at common law for a misde- 
meanor; and this, too, observe. at a 
time, when the people, with one accord 
do call for a diminution of the revenues 


of the Church! So that the sectarian 


part of the 


ported ; and if this proposition had com 
unaccompanied with any  propusition 
for a repeal of the Test Acts, the whole 
nation would have been in uproar. |i 
they had proposed to make all English 
gentlemen, though Church people, sub. 
scribe this declaration before they could 
act as magistrates, they would literally 
be left with none but parsons on the 
bench; and yet this is now done; and 
these gentlemen who belong to the 
Charch, do, I dare say, look upon it as 
a sort of victory they have obtained! 
Yes, Lorp Joun has secured to them 
the privilege of solemnly declaring the 
Church property to be inviolable; that 
the Parsons have as good a right to the 
tithes, as_they have to their rents, and 
that it would be criminal in the land- 
owner, if he be a magistrate, to endea- 
vour to disturb the parsons in the pos 
session of their tithes. 





THE 


DUKE OF WELLINGTON’S 
MODE OF SPENDING HIS TIME. 


_Tae Broap Suzer has given us a 
account how this great man, who, from 
being at the head of our Military Affairs, 
is now atthe head of our Affairs o! 
Money, spends bis time. Example 's 
universally acknowledged to be better 
than precept; and therefore, for the 
benefit of my readers, I will insert the 
article to which I allude, and which 
has, | perceive, made the grand tour 
of all the broad sheets, in every part o! 
this “‘ highly enlightened and most p~ 
pulous Empire ;” an Empire exceed 
by many in geographical extent, by 
more in sunshine, in fruits, and "™ 
flowers and singing birds; but in nov® 
upon the face of the earth, asa place {0° 
breeding the human species, which 1" 
crease in such a rate in this country, 
that there are now (according to repo" 
laid before the Parliament, and printed 
by order of that Parliament,) neatly 
five souls for every three souls that wel 
in it, twenty seven-years ago. 
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Toa people so very populous, and | 
Moultiplying at such an astonishing rate, 
% bright example, especially when set 
y the greatest of Captains and the 
reatest of Financiers, must be invalu- 
ble, incalculable. I therefore, without 
rther preface, insert, from that au- 
entic paper, the Mounine Post, an 
ccount of the manner in which the 
Duke passes his time. . 
“ His Grace the Duke of Wetiinetron 
3 indefatigable in his attention to bu- 
iness. He sleeps on a matirass on a 
uch. His Grace rises at seven o'clock, 
nd breakfasts at eight, and directly 
fier attends to his official duties; the 
ost letters arrive soon after nine o’clock, 
» which he gives DECIDED answers, 
f it be in his power, the substance of 
he answer being written at the corner 
{ the letters, for his private Secretary 
» reply to. Soon after eleven o'clock, 
general, the Duke rides on horseback 
» the Treasury, mostly on a white horse, 
yhich is a fevourite with his Grace, 
aving rode it at the battle of Waterloo. 
‘he Duke remains closely engaged in 
business at the Treasury till about five 
‘clock, except when called to attend 
he King’s. Privy Council, Cabinet 
ouncils, &e. The Duke does not take 
ny food from the time of his early 
reakfast till his dinner—a pericd of 
early twelve hours. During the late 
disposition of the Duke, which con- 
ned his Grace to the house several 
ays, he could not be prevailed on to 
nke any food in the middle of the day, 
though advised to do so by the pro- 
ession.” 
It was hardly necessary to inform us, 
hope, that the Duke was indefatigable 
his attention to business: but, his 
leeping on a mattrass, and that mattrass 
placed upon a couch, is evidence indeed, 
bt his fitness for his office! The Judges 
lazy fellows) sleep, 1 dare say, upon 
eather-beds, though the bones of some 
Mt them are not much more old than 
ose of this wonderful man ; and yet they 
b Something ; they perform some litile 
‘Hour, and have a good parcel of watch- 
ogs to bark at them all the while, to 
*p them to it; and witha public: con- 
lantly staring at them with all the eyes 























































1 297H Marca, 1828. 4 









Their works are all visible too ; 
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which is not the case with the works of 
‘his Grace.” At seven o’clock, up he 
starts (leaving the Duchess upon the 
couch, I suppose), and breakfasts at 
eight. Having got his breakfast fairly 
into him, to work he goes, opening the 


| post letters, giving “ a DECIDED 


answer” to each, and writing the sub- 
stance of the letter at the corner of the 
letters, as instructions to his private 
Secretary. Scarcely any one of these 
letters can cover less than a sheet of 
paper, or at least a half sheet; so that 
it would be quite delightful to see the 
substance of the letter written at the 
corner of the letter. 

But, the biographer had omitted to 
mention, that ‘“‘his Grace” went on 
horseback to the Treasury, and mostly 
on a white horse, which is a favourite of 
his Grace, having rode it at the battle of 
Waterloo. Upon reading this, I, who 
am a sort of Financier myself, fell to 
calculating the probable cost of this 
white horse to us, the people of Eng- 
land; but, it does seém incredible, that 
“his Grace” when so studious to per- 
form his financial labours, should be 
thinking so much about the battle of 
Waterloo, the cost of which “ his Grace” 
finds that he has something to do now to 
provide for. Upon my word, if I had 
access to the stables of the Duke, IL 
would put some questions to this horse 
concerning this battle, and would parti- 
cularly press him for his opinion with 
regard to the means which will finally 
be resorted to for paying the — 
of that battle. As to the Duke's fasting 
from eight o’clock in the morning to eight 
o'clock in the evening, that is not so very 
rare in this country, where nine-tenths of 
the people would think themselves in 
paradise, if'each of them had one of the 
Dcxe’s dinners in the course of a whole 
week. So obstinate is he said to be on 
this subject, that he will not touch food 
in the middle of the day, although ad- 
vised to do it by his physicians. 

Seriously speaking, this is as despicable 
a puif from the pen of some over-officious 
slave, as ever we have seen in the most 
disgraceful days of puffidg. It is not 
the Duxe’s mattrass or his couch; it is 
not his time and manner of eating or of 
drinking ; it is not the colour of the 
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horse that he rides upon : it is not rong upon this nation. I dare say, that ther. 
with which we have to do: we have to| was a time when he no more expected 
do with him, with regard to the measures |to see the expenditure of this country 
which he brings forward, and causes to) limited, than he expected to see a dj. 
be adopted. He has voluntarily taken | minution of the quantity of light giver 
upon himself to be the manager of the iby the sun, Well might he entertain 
resources of this formerly opulent and | notions like this, when there were peo- 
powerful eountry. The questions that| ple here, and even in Parliament, 
we have to ask are; Is the country| complain that the Government was niz- 
prosperous and happy? Is her power|gardly, and that it * starved the cause 
maintained ' and, above all things, are|in the Peniasula,” though the anny! 
the taxes such as the people can conve- | expenditure, at last, actually amounted 
niently bear! If these questions be|to more than a hundred millions! This 
answered by every man in the affirm-|consisted, indeed, in great part, of the 
ative, the Duxe may wallow in beds of | things called Loans; but, whatever those 
down ; may loll about his saloon half the} Loans might be, however small their 
day, and gormandise and drink, so as to| power, in the purchasing of rations and 
want cupping once a week, But, if! subsidies, they became evidence of s0 
these questions be answered in the nega- much of debt; and, whatever they might 
tive, and that, too, without hesitation in| be worth in the pound at the time that 
any man, he may fast, and he may lie| they were made, Mr. Peex and his sup- 
upon a mattrass till his bones come | porters converted them into a Debt of 
through his skin; he may dig away at| solid Gold, which we have now to pay: 
his office, till his fingers be all ink, and | and here is the true cause why we affect 
till he become purblind, without receiv- | to look with indifference on the manilest 
ing the applause’ of any man in the! intention of Russia to drive the Turks 
country, except parasites like that on | out of Europe; and of the not less ma- 
whose despicable puffery | have now) nifest intention, in my opinion, of the 
been remarking. French to get the long-wished for pos- 
if I could believe that the Duke | session of Egypt. 
really did employ himself in matters re- |. Just as I was going to put an end (0 
lating to his new line of life, and in the | this article, which originated in the above 
manner here described, I should enter- | inserted puff of the Morning Post, the 
tain the hope, that he was following | following puff, from the same paper, 
my advice ; studying * Paver against | strack my eye; and, beastly as it is, | 
Goup,” the “ Pook May’s Frienp,” | shall insert it, as illustrative of the cha- 
and the “ Register ;” but particularly racters and minds of the parasites wo 
the first of these. If b could be once | are now vieing with each other in base- 
satisfied, that he had read “ Paper | ness in this particular department :— 
against Goxp,” all the way through,| “ The Duke of Wellington, it would 
from the heginning to the end, I should |‘ seem, is the terror of the Clerks in 
begin to have hopes of him. I defy him | “ the Treasury. There are various 
to understand his business without read- | ‘* anecdotes afloat of his Grace’s military 
ing that book. He bas nobody near him | “* habits in bis new sphere, one or two 
that can tell him anything about it; and | “‘ of which are worth preserving. Wish- 
he never will understand it, unless he| “ ing to get rid of some of the official 
follow my advice. In two days he|“ complexity which encumbers the pu- 
reads it through; and having common |‘ Jic accounts, he is said to have desire! 
understanding, at any rate, he will then |‘ that an alteration should be immei- 
see as clear as daylight, the source of | *‘ ately made in the mode of such and 
all his present embarrassments. ‘such payments. The routine gel’) 
I frequently think, and, 1 must con-| ** declared that such a change was !- 
fess not without satisfaction, on the sur-|‘* possible—that the thing had never 
prise which the Duxe must experience, |‘« been so done, or even thought °. 
on discovering that there is a limit to the | “ ‘ Never mind,’ said his Grace ; ‘il 
amount of the taxes which may be raised/ “ you cannot do it, I will send you ! 











)* very thoughtthat ‘ Othello’soccupation’ 


_ imaginable, and his Grace’s wishes 
/ > became commands.” Another story is, 


Ss half-a-dozen pay-serjeants, who will.’ | 


‘The idea of substitution was quite as | 
‘ new as the method proposed ; and the 


= might be endangered, soon converted 
‘impossibilities into the easiest things 


that “ his Grace, or the Finance Com- 
“mittee, requiring certain accounis to 
>be made out, which would cecupy 
“ somewhat more time than the persons 
> in whose department it lay to prepate 
‘them had been in the habit of bestow- 
“jing upon the public concerns, some- 
thing like a strike was meditated ; and 
“his Grace was first told, that to do 
“what was required would detain the 
“gentlemen at their desks much longer 
“ than they had been in the habit of at- 
“ tending, and that, when such was the 
“case, it had been usuakto consider the 
“extra service in the shape of an extra 
“allowance. This, it was thought, 
“would be a poser; but his Grace, as 
“ itis said, with a want of common hu- 
“manity, took no other notice of it than 
“issuing the following order :— Till 
“these accounts are prepared, let each 
“clerk attend one hour earlier and one 
“hour later than he has been accus- 
“ tomed to do.’ ” 

I by no means pretend to believe one 
word of this to be true, Itis a palpable 
lie from the beginning to the end. But 
if it were true, and if the Duke did act 
thus and talk thus with regard to these 
clerks; if he were, in order to save a 
lew shillings out of them, actually to 
threaten:to call in his “ pay-serjeants,” 
what av answer might these clerks have 
ready for him at their fingers’ ends. 
With what triumph might they point to 
the pay that he has received, and that he 
is still receiving! Three distinct pen- 
sions, I think itis, and the profit of Co- 
lonel of three distinct regiments ; besides 
the income of an estate voted to him by 

arliament out of the taxes, amounting, 
together with grants of money, to about 
seven hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling ! He has, however, too much ex- 
perience in the ways of Governments {o 
suffer us to believe that this is true; he 

Would not save in this way a thousand 
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the hatred of thousands of persons. But 
either this writer believes the thing to 
be true, or he does not: if he do, he 
applauds an act of low and insolent ty- 
ranny ; if he do not believe it to be true, 
he is at once a hypocrite and a liar. 
Probably he is at once liar, parasite, 
and hypocrite; which are the charac- 


teristics of the true and genuine brother- 
hood of the broad sheet. 





TO DOCTOR BLACK. 
Doctor, . 

[ sxx that you are sadly in the dumps 
on account of the failure of your ta- 
vourite protege, Witmor Horron, or 
Horron Wiimor, for devil take me if 
I can ever recollect which name goes 
first. When the earlier rays of his wis- 
dom made him applaud Pee.’s Brut, 
and to see in it a settlement of the cur- 
rency question for ever, he was called, 
simply, Witmor; but, I suppose, having 
become ripe in experience, he has taken 
an additional name more sonorous, and 
better calculated to inspire reverence 
than the former. Be this as it may, he 
has been the great official advocate of 
schemes of “ Emigration ;” that is to 
say, of schemes of getting rid of the 
people ; or, as the farmers say of indif- 
ferent stock, getting srutt of them, which 
means literally, getting them shut out of 
the farm-yard. 

This celebrated statesman’s last-pro- 
pounded projects were, however, of so 
bold a character, that they seemed to 
have staggered the Cotitective Wis- 
pom itself. They stopped nothing short 
of a proposition to ‘‘ mortgage the poor- 
rates,” in order to raise the money ne- 
cessary to enable the divers parishes to 
ship off a part of the constituents of the 
Members of the House. Wiu:mor, or 
Horton, or whatever you call him, was 
in high feather when he made this pro- 
position. He had the inexpressible hap- 
piness of being applauded by that cele- 
brated statesman, * Dappy Busperr,” 


found political knowledge; and the 
Dappy really seemed to anticipate the 
execution in: good earnest of his ‘ old 





“ year, and he would bring upon him 


Roman plan.” The “ Right Honoar- 
able Gentleman” received high compli- 


ments from other quarters also ; and the 


for his industry, zeal, talent, and pro- - 
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plan seemed to be coming on upon us with 
wind and tide. The Jews already began 
to speculate upon paupers’ emigration 
scrip; and the Scotch began to pare 
their toe-vails, to fill their mulls, and to 
enlarge their horn-spoons, in the way 
of preparation for coming and taking up 
the ground, which Brother Horton was 
about to clear of its English inhabitants 
That the ‘* Right Honourable Gentle- 
man” had your support, Doctor, need 
not be observed. You worked the plan 
in all sorts of ways; you proved (as 
clearly as you ever proved any thing) 
that it was the only means of effecting 
salvation for the country: that the true 


To Dr. 


Brack. 408 
“‘ oreat length, he was rather unwilling 
“to bring on the discussion after the 
‘* manifest indisposition to entertain it 
“which the House seemed to have 





‘‘ evinced on former occasions, as well 





“as on the present, and he feared jt 
‘* would be but a hopeless task for hin 
‘to try to bring the House to a sense of 
‘what he considered to be its great 
“ jmportance. He regretted that instead 
“of having given the subject the name 
“ of ‘ Emigration,’ he had not called it 
«the distress of the poorer classes in 
“the United Kingdom,’ and instead of 
“addressing arguments to the under. 





“ standings of men, he had not appealed 


policy of state was to keep down, no!‘ to their passions ; for if he had pursued 
matter by what means, the population |“ that course, he believed the question 
of the working classes, and to keep up| ‘* would have been much more attended 


(even by premiums, if not to be effected 
otherwise) the population of all idlers, 
and particularly that of Parsons, Sor- 
pizrs, and Half-pay Officers. The 


thing was settled, in your opinion; and 
there was nothing to do but to pass the 
Bill, mortgage the parish-rates, and send 
off the “ surplus population.” 


From that day, however, until vester- | 


day (25th March), we beard no more of 
the matter in Parliament; and then, your 
“ Right Honourable friend ” and proiége 
appears, if | am to believe your own 
report. to come forward with expressions 
of mortification, of the failure of the 
old Roman plan, which had earned him 
the praises of Burperr. The matter is 
of such importance, that I shall insert 
here the words that you give to this 
apparently deeply-mortified gentleman. 

“ Mr. W. Horvow stated, that he rose 
“for the purpose of withdrawing the 
** motion of which he had given notice 
“for this day. It was but right and 
“ fair of him to state his motive for so 
“doing. It was his deliberate convic- 
** tion that the subject was one of great 
‘importance, and that the propositions 
“he had suggested deserved the most 
** serious consideration of the House ; 
“but he had found that neither those 
‘* who had sat with him in the Commit- 
‘‘ tee, nor the majority of the Members 
“of the House, seemed to agree with 
‘ him in opinion on the question. As 
- he should be compelled, if he went 
‘into the subject at all, to go into ita 





|“ to. He had a Motion of similar in- 
“ port on the paper for Thursday ; and 


“as he had never from the first wished 
to have two discussions on the subject 
“within a few days of each other, he 
“ would postpone the Motion standing in 
‘his name for this day, to Thursday 
‘‘ next; at the same time wishing it to 
“ be understood, that if he saw the same 
* sort of indisposition to attend to the 
* subject, which the present limited at- 
‘“‘tendance of Members seemed to ex- 
“ hibit, he should withdraw it altogether 
** satisfied with having done his duty 
“jn attempting to direct the attention 0! 
‘* Parliament to a matter which he cons! 
“ dered of such great importance.” 

This was very curious, to be sure. 
There had been no debate since the 
first mention of the matter. No disap- 
probaticn, had been expressed by any 
body but me. It was silenced, to be 
sure ; but, there was no disapprobation; 
nobody said any thing against it; but," 
appears, that whenever the subject was 
to come on, almost all the Members 
kept away from the House! And, | 
must say, that I cannot help, with ail the 
reluctance [ have to do it, applaudisg 
this instance of the correctness of thet 
taste. : 

1 addressed the Cotiective, in 10 
nical congratulation, on being about ' 
have an opportunity of putting this ad. 
ditional mortgage upon their ‘estates. 
bestowed no argument upon the subjec' 





as you do, Docrox ; merely to point the 
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Mbing out in its true light, was, I was 
ure, quite enough to knock up this | 
@plan. However, the thing was so mon- 
rous in itself; it so strongly and hi- 
Jeously described the state of the coun- 
ry : it told such a tale to foreign nations, 
Mand it was altogether something so en- 
irely against nature, and against all the 
naxims and rules and principles hitherto 
hought good amongst men ; that it was 
mpossible that any number of men 
hould be found to look the world in 
e face, after having given their assent 
o it. The truth is, therefore, that the 
Mscheme has beén rendered abortive, by 
Te native absurdity, grossness and mon- 
trousness. You, Docor, affect to sneer 
t the “ Country Gentlemen,” for what 
you deem their want of understanding 
nsuch mattersas these. But, Docror, 
Mthere wanted only common sense to 
eject this,project without the least he- 
itation. And, Docror, Country Gen- 
lemen, whatsoever else they may be, 
are men who have estates, and generally 
‘now something of the Parishes where 
phuose estates lie. They generally live 
part of their time in those Parishes ; 
hey know all the families in those Pa- 
ishes; they are personally acquainted 
vith Joun Cuoprstick and Tom Cxrop- 
oLe and all the rest of them; and they 
Know precisely hew such a scheme 
‘ould operate in their several Parishes ; 
sort of knowledge, Docror, which you 
and your brother “* feelosophers” never 
lid and never can possess. 
Such men were not, upon stich a 
Wsubject, to be talked out of their senses, 
pend induced to submit their Jands to 
i new mortgage, merely to gratify 
he surplus-population-mongers of the 
ay. should like to have seen and 
heard them, as they were going along 
Vesiminster-Hall, in little groups, alter 
'€ propounding of the project; some 
aughing; others smotheri a laugh ; 
others whispering “ too bad ;” and now 
aud then one, like Sir Joseren Yorxe, 
’xclaiming out loud, * too d—d bad.” . 
And thus it was, that your “ Right 
ponourable Friend” found the House 
ludisposed” to attend to the subjects, 
: so Me. Witmor laments, that he 
‘@ not “ address himself to their pas. 
ons instead -of their reasons”! His 
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project has failed, in consequence of the 
award of plain common sense. I dare 
say that he has been advised to drop it 
quietly ; not doing that, and people not 
liking to attack the scheme of a person 
who is looked upon as a member of the 
Government, they, really out of friend- 
ship to him, kept away; he appears, 
from a subsequent part of these proceed- 
ings, still to intend to bring the matter 
forward, which I believe he will not, 
and that the glorious cause of sending 
the people of England out of their own 
country, while there is a law to prevent 
them from receiving the food which 
foreigners would bring, and while hun- 
dreds of thousands of idlers are main- 
tained by taxes raised upon those who 
are to be sent away ; that this “* glorious 
cause,” this brilliant project of Scotch 
origin, will be left to be supported by 
your potent and immaculate 


n. 
Wa. COBBETT. 





“PROPAGATION 
OF THE GOSPEL.” 


TueEre js a Society called the “ So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign parts.” It was, it ap- 
pears, established by charter in the 
reign of William the Third; and, it was 
to be supported by voluntary contri- 
butions. Like every thing else of 
the kind, it bas of late years derived 
its principal support trom money 
granted by Parliament out of the taxes 
raised upon the people of England, from 
which taxes it has drawn, upon the 
whole, an immense sum. This Society, 
having several English Bishops and 
other great persons at its head, has, in 
fact, the governing of the Church of 
England affairs in the colonies. Amongst 
others of its functions it sends out Mis- 
sionary Ministers to act in that capacity 
in. Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ca- 
nada, and the dependent islands. One 
of these Missionary Ministers, the Re-. 
vered Cornelius Griffin, sent out by the 
Society about eight or nine years ago, 
has lately returned to England, and has 
preeanien a petition to the Hoase of 

rds, which was presented a few da 





ago. by Lorp Kine, praying, that 
Society might receive no more grants, 
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out of the public money. A prayer, I 
believe, in which all of us who pay 
taxes and do not receive any, will most 
cordially join the petitioner. 

The petition appears to have been 
long, and to have stated numerous par- 
ticulars relative to the distribution of the 
money in Nova Scotia and its depen- 
dences. The Bisnor of Lonpon and 
Lord Goprarcn represented Mr. Griffin 
as a person of an irritable temper; as a 
person who wrote rude and harsh letters 
to the Bishops, his superiors in the 
Church; as a person that was always 
in hot water; but all agreed that there 
was nothing existing against his moral 
character. If I can get at the Petition, I 
will publish it; and will make a full 
statement of this case, which to me 
appears to be one of very great public 
importance and interest. Lorp Kine 
did, as he always does, ample justice to 
this subject; but, still the matter wants 
to be made plainer to the public in Eng- 
land; a want, which | will, if I obtain 
the means, endeavour to supply. 

One thing, however, there can be no 
doubt about ; and that is, that the people 
of England have been paying out of the 
taxes, for several years past, fifieen 
thousand pounds a year, at the least, 
to Clergymen of the Charch of England, 
m these North American Colonies; while 
their flocks do not amount to more than a 
sixteenth part of those of the other reli- 
gious persuasions, to whose ministers the 
Government grants no money at all. 
The population of Nova Scotia, for in- 
stance, as to religious matters, is said to 
be divided thus: one fourth Presby- 
terians, one fourth Catholics, one fourth 


Baptists, and the other fourth Church of 


England people and Methodists, three 
Methodists to one Church-ot-England 
man. ‘This is the estimate published in 
a History of Nova Scotia, recently put 
forth at Halifax, the seat of government 
for that province ; and yet the Ministers 
of this handful of Church-of-England 


yple get all the money; while the | 


inisters of all the rest are suffered to 
get a living as they ean. 

Besides this, the Church of England 
Clergy have allotments of land ; 
have, in fact, one seventh of all the land 
to do what they please with, while the 


‘“ ProepaGATION oF THe GosPEL.” 


they ; monstrous, is it not insulting 
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ministers of the other religions receiye 
nothing at all; and yet, notwithstanding 
these great advantages; notwithstand. 
ing the power and influence which 
this money and land give them, of s 
little effect are they, that there is but 
a mere handful of persons belonging 
to this Church of England, and even 
that pitiful number seems to be daily 
on the decrease. 

Look, then, at the monstrous injustice 
of these grants. The people of the Church 
of England, who are thus taxed tosupport | 
Parsons in the Colonies, would have 
reason enough to complain. 1, for 
instance, who paid two and nine pence 
in the pound on the rent of my house 
in Fleet-street to the Parson of St. 
Dunstan’s in the West, think it hard 
that I should be taxed fo pay for a 
Parson to preach at Nova Scotia; but 
what then is the case with my neigh- 
bours, the English Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists, Catholics and Methodists? They 
are compelled te pay, to support the 
Church of England nere; and, when 
they haye done that, they are compelled 
to pay taxes to support Church of 
England Parsons in Nova Scotia, in 
which country the ministers of their 
own sects receive no money at all, bul 
are maintained entirely by their flocks! 

If the Frvance Commirres do not 
put a stop to these grants; if they do 
not rescue their nation from this unjust 
charge, we shall be at no loss for words 
to give a just characteristic of their 
| labours. Sir Marraew Warre Ruvisy 
said, that he knew that they would do 
| their duty honestly, and if they do tt 
only decently, 1 know that our backs 
will be relieved from ‘this burthen # 
any rate. 

If, indeed, the grant had a tendency 
‘to promote religion ; if it really did 
promote the Religion of the Gospel 





foreign parts, even then it would not be 
just, for we are not to be burthened t? 


‘save the souls of all the world; but. 
when the ¢ is 80 manifestly the 
fact, when the ministers who have ™ 
pay at all from England, have fiftee™ 
sixteenths of the co ion, is it not 
to our ul 
derstandings, as well as injurious to ov" 
interests,-that such sams should 
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yaken from us in taxes to be applied to 
uch purposes. Once more, therefore, 
| say, that if the Finance Committee 
suffer this load to remain upon us, few, 
and of common use, will be the words 
necessary to give a just character of that 


' Committee. 


——— 





THE WOODLANDS ; 
OR, 
A TREATISE 


On the preparing of ground for plant- 
ing; on the planting; on the cullti- 
vating ; on the pruning ; and on the 
cutting down of Forest Trees and 
Underwoods ; —- Descrininc the 
usual growth and size, and the uses 
of each sort of tree, the seed of each, 
the season and manner of collecting 
the seed, the manner of preserving 
and of sowing it, and also the man- 
ner of managing the young plants 
until fitto plant out;—Tuae Trees 
being arranged in Alphabetical Or- 
der, and the List of them, including | 
those of America as well as those of 
England, and the English, French, 
and Latin name being prefixed to 
the directions relative to each tree 
respectively. 

This work is now finished, consisting 
of seven Numbers, at two shillings a 
Number; or the whole, neatly bound in 
boards, forming one octavo volume of 
about three hundred and forty pages, 
on fine paper, and good-sized print, at 
fifteen shillings. 1 wrote this work be- 
cause I knew of no work on the subject 
which was any thing like being com- 
plete. I had read all the books, French 
and English, that { could find relating 
to this subject. I found some writers to 
give me the mere botany of each tree ; 
others to describe its ornamental merits; 
others to tell me its qualities as timber ; 
others to s of the ground that the 
tree delights in; others treated of the 
act of planting ; others of pruning and 
cultivation ; bat no book, baat I could 
find, told me every thing that I ought 


to know, fi ; 
‘ieee rom the gathering of the seed 


earing up and étutting down of| tate as the month of June, and even: 


the tree. This is what 1 have now done; 
and I venture to pronounce my book 
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complete, as far as relates to the sub- 
jects propounded in the title-page. 
Ninety-nine out of every hundred 
failures in the rearing of plantations, 
whether of Timber-trees or Underwood, 
arise from the want of knowledge in the 
owner himself. These owners are Lords, 
private gentlemen, opulent merchants 
or traders, or gentlemen of the learned 
professions. Few of any of these, even 
if they had the leisure, will read scores 
of volumes on the subject of planting ; 
and if they were to undertake it, the 
confused manner of the writers, the want 
of clear explanation, and of convenient 
arrangement, would soon produce dis- 
gust not tobe overcome. I have made a 
moderate sized book, written in so plain 
a mannér, as to be read and understood. 
at once; and as to enable almost any 
man, though he may have lived in a 
city all his lifetime, to understand the 
subject well. I postponed the finishing 
of the work until now, because there re- 


which [ had not an opportunity of 
making until last sammer. 1 have now 
concluded an account of the result of 
these experiments ; and I put the book 
out of my hand, pronouncing it to be the 
only complete one of the kind that ever 
appeared in print; and this I do, laugh- 
ing, by anticipation, at all the charges 
of egotism ad the like. 





AMERICAN SEEDS, 


I nepsar here, what I notified before, 
relative to these seeds. Some of the 
boxes are now made up, and are ready 


indicating the contents of the box. Gen- 
tlemen who write from the country will 
please to give plain and full instructions 
us to the place to which the seeds are to 
be sent; and to specify in their Jetters 
whether they wish a ‘cop 
LANDS to be put into box. There 
are none of these seeds which may not 
be sown in any Op of the month of 
April; and the Wooptanps will show 
that the Locust seed.may be sowed so 
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mained some most valuable experiments’ 


for sale at Fleet-street, with a catalogue 


of the Woopn- 


more properly than even the month of 
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I propose to put complete assortments 
of the seeds up in boxes, and to sell 
each box for 5/. There wiil be in the 
whole upwards of fifty different sorts 
of seeds of trees and shrubs, to which 
will be added about twenty sorts of 
garden seeds. Amongst the tree seeds 
will be Walnuts, Hickory Nuts, seeds of 
the Sassafras, of the Birch, of the Plane, 
of the Red Cedar, of the Maple, of the 
Tulip, of the White Elm, and, amongst 
the shrabs, seeds of the Pinckneya 
(Georgia Bark), the Comus Florida, the 
Kalmia Latifolia, the Kalmia Augusti- 
folia, the Spice tree, (laurus benzoin), 
the MuguoliaGlauca, the Magnolia Tri- 
penele. the Magnolia Grandiflora. | 

ave mentioned the above, also, as part 
of the trees and shrubs. I shall put 


into each box, two pounds of fine Ame- 
rican Locust Seed. These two pounds 
contain about twenty-four thousand 
seeds; and, if the instractions which I 
have given in the * Woop.anps ” be 
strictly adhered to, in the sowing of these 
seeds, almost every seed will produce a 


tree; and a tree too, fit to go into a 
plantation next autumn. 

Amongst the garden seeds, there will 
be several sorts of the Squash or Vegeta- 
ble Marrow seeds; two sorts of Melon 
seeds, one at least of Cucumber seeds, 
and a pint of three different sorts (a pint 
of each) ot Kidney beans ; besides which 
there will be three sorts of Onion seeds, 
and Asparagus seeds. 

I forgot to mention one sort of seed, 
a small! quantity of which is worth more 
than the whole five pounds ; namely, the 
SEED of the SASSAFRAS, which no 
man in England ever possessed but my- 
self. There is also the Pinckneya or 
Georgia Bark, which never has been in 
England before, except last year, when 
1 sowed some of it, and reared a great 
number of plants. 

There is some seed of the finest deets in, 
such as produce roots far superior to any 
that I ever saw in England. There are 
several varieties of the early Indian corn; 
some white and some yellow. 

Now, that of these seeds which | 
shall sow, I shall make grow; and any 
other person may do the same if he will, 


by referring to the insiructions contained 


Amenican SeEeps. 
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|in the“ WOODLANDS,” the last Num. 


ber of which will be published on the 
29th of this month ; that is to say, on the 
day that the Boxes will be ready for 
sale. The Wooptanps does not treat of 
shrubs, but is confined to trees proper 
for timber or underwood in England; 
but the instructions given, with respect 
to the sowing and managing of some one 
or other of the seeds of those trees and 
underwoods, will perfectly well answer 
for the sowing and managing of the 
shrubs, the seeds of which | am now 
about to offer for sale. I have made the 
seed of all the trees and underwood, upon 
which I have treated, to grow. I have, in 
the work called the Woop.tanps, given 
a most clear account of the manner of 
doing it. I shall, therefore, into each 
box of seeds, put a catalogue of its con- 
tents; and opposite the name of any 
tree or shrub mentioned in the Woop- 
Lanps, I shall say, ‘** See the Woop- 
LANDS.” For instance, opposite to the 
seed of the Brrca, I shall say, ‘‘ See the 
Woop vanps, paragraph 153.” Then,when 
I come to that rare plant, the Pivck- 
neya, or Georaia Bark, or to the Ka:- 
ma, I shallsay also, “ See the Woop- 
LANDS, paragraph 153;” because all 
these seeds are to be sown and managed 
just in the same way as is directed for 
the birch, the proceedings in the sowing 
of which, are the most curious that can 
— be conceived. If I had never 

one any thing in my life but rendered 
it an easy matter to raise the Binca from 
seed, which neither Mrixer nor any other 
gardener ever accomplished, I should 
deserve the thanks of every body who !s 
fond of trees. Till 1 made my experl- 
ments, with regard to the tender seeds of 
the Birca, ! sowed not only that seed, 
but the seed of the Georera Bark, the 
Katia, the Azania, the Ruopop®y- 
pron, and many others in vain. Hav- 
ing made this discovery with regard to 
the Biren, there was no longer avy dil- 
ficulty with regard to any of these, which, 
as experienced gardeners well knov, 
are never to be got from seed, but by 


mere luck. 
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